BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the May 28, 2008 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the April meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted.
We had no guest speaker at this meeting.
Many wood duck houses have nests and it seems that many of them may have too many eggs. If you have that problem you may be able to move some eggs to nearby houses, but it may be too late this year.  Leif Tolokken said if someone could show him how to cut some the canisters the right way he can take some to work and cut some.
River cleanup was on Saturday, May 17th. There were 25 participants, 7 boats and half the Town’s dump truck was full of junk from the clean-up.
Laurie Stiers is painting the final “Welcome to Brice Prairie” design on 4 x 8 foot plywood.
John Wetzel stated that there have been a few duck nests on Cormorant Island but most of these have been lost to predators. We may have to put out a trail camera to identify the predator(s).
Last year’s BPCA Bluebird reports should be in the latest issue of the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW). Leif Marking stated that most of the birds from the first nesting are not hatching due to the cold. Watch for sparrows and try to keep them out of the nests. Fred Craig and Leif Marking will be attending the BRAW board meeting the 1st Saturday in June.  The members voted that both of them should be reimbursed for gas since they are representing BPCA.
There are plans to make the clubhouse bathrooms more appealing.  The urinal in the men’s bathroom will be removed and a new commode will be installed. Hand sanitizers will be installed so that one will not have to use water, but just the alcohol gel.
Turkey contest.  Dick Marco won the contest by shooting a jake the last day of the 5th week.
Clubhouse workday will be at 5 pm on Wednesday, May 14th before the board meeting.  We need caulking material between the logs of the clubhouse.

Mike Lanquist is working on a map of the club’s property for a master plan. Mike says that there are some oaks that are close to 90 years old.  Some of the cedars are 35 years old and some of the pines are 30 years old.  There is a chance to return some of the area back to prairie, but we would have to coordinate this with the fire department and the railroad.
The board decided to sponsor the Brice Prairie Bike Time Trial and Pete will keep the money for this event in a separate checking account. 
Leif Tolokken mentioned that we gave money to the La Crosse Area Underwater Rescue and Recovery Unit and to NASA, but no one has seen any type of thank you note.
Lunch was provided by Jim and Marge Moe
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